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 Expanding Young Minds 

Product
Ancestry Classroom (U.S. content), 
Fold3, and Newspapers.com

Audience   
K12 grade level students/teachers 
for classroom curriculum

Access
One year at no charge to the 
school

Renewal 
This grant can be renewed
 annually upon request

Grant Information

Written by Rachel Ellis 

Earlier last year, we proudly announced 
the launch of AncestryK12 –  an exciting 
new program that brings Ancestry Class-

room, Fold3.com and Newspapers.com inside 
the classroom with a no-cost annual grant. 
Since our launch, AncestryK12 resources have 
become available on nearly half a million com-
puters and are accessible to nearly 1.5 mil-
lion students nationwide. We are incredibly 
excited about such exponential growth and 
are grateful to the teachers, educators and 
partner organizations who have made such 
growth possible. 

Here at AncestryK12, we are constantly look-
ing to form new connections and to expand 
our partner organizations. Our partners are 
an essential part of the AncestryK12 program 
and add tremendous value with their lesson 
plans, connections and invaluable resources. 
Becoming a partner is simple and rewarding 
and we encourage anyone who is interested 
in becoming one to email us at ancestryk12@
ancestry.com. 

We also encourage you to email us with any 

and all feedback about your experience with 
the program thus far. Your comments and 
feedback are invaluable and help us continue 
to grow.

Recently, Ancestry commissioned a study 
through the University of North Carolina in 
which researchers found a direct correlation 
between engagement in family history research 
and participation and interest in various ser-
vices, civic and public activities. The study also 
strongly reaffirmed the importance of family 
history for younger audiences and underscored 
the need for better historical resources and 
curriculum in schools. Ancestry understands 

the importance of such resources and is com-
mitted to helping teachers in their efforts to 
utilize family history resources and in gaining 
access to new ones.  

Here at Ancestry, we are dedicated to help-
ing educate who we believe to be the next 
generation of leaders. We look forward to 
hearing from you with your comments, feed-
back and interest in becoming an AncestryK12 
partner. Register today for a no-cost annual 
grant and together, we can continue to grow 
and provide AncestryK12 resources to schools 
throughout the nation.

AncestryK12 
Continues to Grow 

http://ancestryk12.com/grant-program/

PHOTO: IMMIGRANT CHILDREN AT WASHINGTON SCHOOL IN BOSTON. 

COURTESY OF LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PHOTO COLLECTION 1840-2000 
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For an electronic version please visit 

Ancestryk12.com/newsletter

Dear Educator, 

Thank you for your service 
to our nation’s children. It 
has been my experience that 
we can never thank teachers 
enough. 

 Your commitment to edu-
cating the next generation of 

leaders has never been more important. Speak-
ing first hand, I know the teachers I grew up 
with from elementary through high school 
changed and shaped my life in ways I can 
never truly repay. 

At Ancestry, we appreciate the dedication 
you bring to the classroom each and every day 
and understand the great care you take to help 
our kids flourish. It is that very dedication 
and passion that inspired Ancestry to create 
ancestryk12.com. 

We also understand that in today’s ever 
changing world of education, resources can 
be scarce and time is precious. Ancestry stands 
ready to help with the world’s largest database 
of primary sources and largest online com-
munity of family history enthusiasts. 

AncestryK12 provides educators with access 
to Ancestry Classroom, Fold3 and Newspapers.
com along with the latest family history teach-
ing aids. You can gain access to these resources 
by filling out our teacher grant located at: 

ancestryk12.com/grant-program/. The applica-
tion only takes minutes to complete and we’ll 
get you signed up within a few days. 

We also invite you to download our new 
iBook, read through our new study on Family 
History and the Community, and utilize our 
learning center. In 2015 we look forward to 
adding new resources and lesson plans and 
to expanding our Partners Program.  

We would also love to hear from you with 
any success stories, personal experiences or 
discoveries so that we can highlight them in 
our quarterly newsletter. 

Most of all, we look forward to working 
with you. Together, we will work towards 
bringing history alive inside your classroom 
and in continuing our mission of helping 
everyone discover, preserve and share their 
family history. Should you be in need of any 
support or assistance please feel free to contact 
me personally at ancestryk12@ancestry.com

Warm regards,
 

Brock D. Bierman
Senior Director Ancestry Education

More on AncestryK12 
Resources

Ancestry Classroom
 
Offers access to billions of U.S. 
records including 1790-1940 U.S. 
Census records, immigration re-
cords, county histories, photos, 
maps and family trees.

Fold3.com 

Provides access to U.S. military 
records covering all the major 
conflicts. Soldier profiles on 
Fold3 are enriched with stories, 
memorials, photos, and per-
sonal family documents.

Newspapers.com 

Serves up more than 80 million 
pages of historical newspapers 
from 3,300 newspapers across 
the United States and around 
the world. 

Did you know? 

Ellis Island in New York Harbor 
opened on January 1, 1892. 
Over 20 million new arrivals to 
America were processed until 
its closing in 1954. 

The 15th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was ratified on 
February 3, 1870, guaranteeing 
the right of citizens to vote, 
regardless of race, color, or pre-
vious condition of servitude. 

Abraham Lincoln was born in 
Hardin County, Kentucky on 
February 12, 1999. 

Connecting the 
Younger Generation
“Never forget.” Over 2,500 plaques dedicated 
to individuals, ships, or units that served 
in the Pacific during WWII line the walls 
in the Memorial Courtyard at the National 
Museum of the Pacific War. It is heartwarm-
ing to see children and school groups reading 
and remarking on the different plaques that 
have been put up in honor of the brave men 
and women who fought in WWII. Many 
times I overhear them talking about the sol-
diers’ personal histories and expressing their 
desire to learn more about them. Thanks to 
Ancestry this can become a reality. 

Ancestry enables these young minds to 
become passionate not only about the his-
tory of their own families, but that of the 
courageous men and women who stepped 
forward to do their duty in WWII because 
they were patriots and knew that they were 
all that stood between their homeland and 
those who would destroy it. Thank you, An-
cestry.com, for helping to enable the younger 
generation to experience a personal connec-
tion with “The Greatest Generation.”

- Stephanie Hagee, Director of Memorials and 
WWII Genealogical Society, National Museum 
of the Pacific War, Fredericksburg,TX
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Inspiring Our Youth by Honoring Our Heroes 

Get Involved with Sons & Daughters of World War II Veterans 

MARINE CORPS CORPORAL BERT DAWSON - 

SERVED AT IWO JIMA

       Featured Partner Program

The National Museum 
of the Pacific War’s 
motto is,“We inspire 

our youth by honoring our 
heroes.” Individuals who 
fought and served in World 
War II exemplify the true 
meaning of heroism. These 
brave men and women 
stepped forward, as patriots, 
knowing they were all that 
stood between their home-
land and those who would 
destroy it. They gave up a 
part of their youth, and in 
too many cases, their lives, 

for their country. Their sacri-
fices guaranteed that the way 
of life we enjoy today would 
be preserved. We owe a debt 
to these brave individuals that 
can never be repaid, but that 
can and must be honored. 

Together, coupled with An-
cestryK12 resources, we can 
help educate people of all ages 
on our World War II Veterans. 
Such education will guaran-
tee that these soldiers’ stories 
and the stories of WWII are 
not forgotten. Here at the 

Pacific War Museum we are 
dedicated to remembering our 
nation’s Veterans through our 
programs, Wall of Honor and 
through the Sons & Daugh-
ters of World War II Veterans 
Program. 

We created the Society of 
Sons & Daughters of World 
War II Veterans to preserve 
the stories of America’s “great-
est generation” and to enable 
their descendants to estab-
lish family ancestry from an 
American WWII veteran 

The Society database is also  
a significant resource for edu-
cators and students, authors 
and historians.

Society membership is 

open to relatives by birth, 
adoption or marriage to 
anyone who served in the 
United States military in 
World War II. A Memorial 
membership is also available 
for unrelated friends of a qual-
ifying veteran. Memberships 
require the veteran’s proof of 
service between December 7, 
1941 and December 31, 1946.

After being approved for 
membership, Society of Sons 
& Daughters of World War II 

Veterans members will receive 
a numbered and dated certifi-
cate bearing their name and 
the name of their World War 
II veteran ancestor.

To sign up, and for 
more information, visit: 
SonsAndDaughtersOfW-
W2Veterans.org
  
Or contact us at:
830-997-8600

Facebook Youtube Twitter
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                    Teacher Profile

1. Tell us a little more about your-
self outside of the classroom, such 
as any hobbies you have.

I am fortunate to have most of my 
family living within just a few miles 
of me. We enjoy regular family game 
time, which spans four generations, 
from my 4-year-old nephew to my 
89-year-old grandmother. I am active 
in my church, enjoy playing the piano, 
and am the facilitator of two book 
clubs outside of school. If it’s a beau-
tiful day, you’ll find me on one of the 
local Greenway trails riding my bicycle.

2. Describe the Res2arch Nug6ets 
project you co-created.

I collaborated with 8th grade Lan-
guage Arts teacher, Laura Richardson, 
to create an authentic, student-devel-
oped inquiry experience for her class of 
26 students. Students took ownership 

of the entire process. They identified 
and interviewed the ‘kin keeper’ in 

their family (the keeper of the family 
stories). They each wrote a unique 
research focus question and decided 
which online resources would be 
most appropriate in answering that 
question. Students then culminated 
their work by selecting the best online 
tool to express their research findings, 
from Animoto to TimeToast to Glog-
ster. They then presented their work 
in a formal presentation assembly to 
their peers, parents, and others in our 
school community.

3. What did you find most inter-
esting about this project?

I found each student’s individual 
family stories and focus questions 
most interesting.

4. What did you find most en-
lightening about this project?

Students were so engaged in this 
project that the question of, ‘how am 
I going to be graded on this?’ never 
came up. Students loved what they 
were learning and found authentic 
connections in their self-created 
projects.

5. Is there any advice you would 
give to other students interested in 
researching their ancestors?

Start by talking to your living 
relatives. Capture names, dates, and 
places and ask them about family 
records, Bibles, and other heirlooms 
that have been passed down. Record 
their stories while they’re still here 
with us.

6. What did you find most difficult 
or frustrating about this project?

Time. Students could have definitely 
benefited from more time to research.

7. Why did you think this project 
is of value to your students?

Students made connections be-
tween family, culture, and historical 
events. They were time travelers who 
discovered personal stories that helped 
them make connections to the world 
at that time. Students gained valuable 
researching skills that they can transfer 
to research experiences in high school 
and beyond.

8. Why is this project important 
to you as both an educator and as 
an individual?

Every person in a family matters. 
Everyone has a story to tell. This pro-
ject was the single-best inquiry learning 
experience I have created for students. 
It’s empowering to see my students so 
engaged in what they’re learning and 
eager to share who they are and who 
their family is with others.

Kristen is a library media specialist at Durant Road Middle School in Raleigh, NC. She served 
as an educational consultant for LEARN NC at the University of North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill and Ancestry.com. Kristen’s work focuses on creating authentic family history learning 

experiences for her students. Her chapter, Res2arch Nug6ets is featured in the Family History in the 
Classroom iBook. 

FEATURING KRISTEN ZILLER 

You can follow Kristen on twitter 
at 

@wavinglibrarian
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Featured National Seminars

National Teacher Seminar 
Highlights Ancestry Tools 

Fourteen educators from five states came together December 7-8 
at the National Sporting Library & Museum in Middleburg, VA 
for teacher training hosted by the Journey Through Hallowed 

Ground Partnership. This free, two-day professional development 
seminar, offered in collaboration with Ancestry, and its affiliates Fold3.

com and AncestryK12.com, showcased ways that the Journey Through 
Hallowed Ground Partnership’s Living Legacy Tree Planting Project 
can be connected to classrooms around the country through primary 
source-based service-learning projects.  

In honor of the 620,000 fallen, the Living Legacy Tree Planting 
Project invites students to examine fallen Civil War soldiers from 
their communities. The goal of the project is to plant one tree for each 
soldier, ultimately becoming the first national memorial for the most 
defining time in our nation’s history. Students around the country are 
already conducting research on the individual lives of these soldiers, 
which are then uploaded and shared through an online, interactive 

map. This map identifies every tree planted through a geotag, which 
allows visitors the opportunity to learn the name and story of the 
young man for whom the tree is planted, with photos, diary entries, 
and letters home also shared. To date, hundreds of students in Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Minnesota, and Vermont have 
collected information on nearly 1,000 soldiers, all of which has been 
uploaded to the soldier’s Fold3 Honor Wall pages.

During this recent seminar, participating educators received in-depth 
training on conducting genealogy research with students, as led by 
Ancestry experts, and participated in stimulating discussion on the 
role, value, and implementation of the service-learning curriculum. 
Further time was spent discussing ways of making genealogy research 
interesting and exciting to students—from silly to risqué, Sabrina Pe-
tersen (Director of Operations and Global Imaging) and Anne Mitchell 
(Senior Product Manager), reminded teachers that research doesn’t 
always have to be so serious. As Brock Bierman, Senior Director at 
Ancestry, stated, “In introducing your students to genealogy research, 
we are creating a new generation of civically engaged citizens—citizens 
who develop deep-seeded roots within their communities and who find 
meaningful connections to both their family and their local histories.”

Participants also were the first to see, and provide feedback, on newly 
developed curriculum, known as Living Legacy Tree Planting Project: A 
Teacher’s Guide to Engaging Students with the National Civil War Memo-
rial, which will connect the social sciences to language arts, STEM, 
and GIS (geographic information services) standards of learning. The 
teachers in attendance each received a stipend, thanks to a grant from 
Ancestry, in return for their commitment to incorporate portions of 
the Living Legacy curriculum into their classrooms before the end of 
the current school year. After this initial pilot stage wraps up in June, 
these new lesson plans will be made available to teachers nationally 

via the Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership website and 
AncestryK12.com. The goal of the Living Legacy Tree Planting Project 
is to make both local and national history come to life for the partici-
pating student researchers by learning about the men that fought and 
died during the Civil War. As they get to know “their” soldier, students 
make connections between their lives and those that came before them, 
ultimately allowing them to understand that this war impacted every 
single American. Jennie Linder, a teacher at South County High School 
in Lorton, Virginia described the recent training as “the best seminar 
I have been to in all my years of education.” Eighth Grade Language 
Arts teacher from Orange, Virginia, Jessica Kelly, added, “…We are 
making history with [this] project!” If you are interested in bringing 
soldier research or the Living Legacy curriculum to your students, 
please contact the Journey Through Hallowed Ground Partnership’s 
Director of Educational Programs, Jessie Aucoin, at Jessie@JTHG.org.
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          Student Spotlight

Featuring Nathan Goodlin 

Nathan Goodlin is 19 years old and a 
freshman at Bridgewater College majoring 
in History and Political Science. At the time 
of his research, he was a senior at Heritage 
High School.

1. Tell us a little about yourself. What are 
some of your hobbies or favorite things?  
Why do you like these hobbies or activities? 

I like to play and listen to music. I like all 
kinds of music from classic rock to country. I 
play the piano and the tuba in the Symphonic 
Band and Pep Band at Bridgewater College.  
I also like to play golf and hunt with my Dad 
and Granddad. I enjoy doing these things 
because it gets me out of the house and allows 
me to spend time with my family. It also helps 
me to meet new people.

2. What historic facts or interesting in-
formation have you learned from using 
Ancestry and Fold3? 

I was able to learn about four different sol-
diers using Ancestry and Fold3. It showed me 
their census records, enlistment records, and 
service records. 

3. What did you find most interesting 
about researching a Civil War soldier(s)?

I learned that they were real people not just 
individuals that were mentioned in a text-
book. They had birthdays, fighting records 
and families. Although that information wasn’t 
always known or clear, it was neat to learn 
more about them.

4. What did you find most frustrating 
or difficult about researching a Civil War 
soldier? 

What I found most difficult was how little 
information is available about some soldiers. 
For instance, some of the soldiers you could 
find a cause of death, but not where they were 
born. Some even had where they died but not 
what they died from.

5. Tell us a bit more about the Civil War 
soldier you researched and something you 
found particularly interesting about him. 

I actually did research on four different sol-
diers but my favorite was John T. Birdsong. 
Sergeant John Birdsong was born in 1835 in the 
state of Virginia. On May 23rd 1861, he enlisted 
into the 18th Mississippi Infantry - Company 
I, as a Private alongside his younger brother, 
James S. Birdsong. However, after less than 
a year of service to the Confederate States 
of America, he died on February 17, 1862 in 
Leesburg, Virginia of Brain Congestion.

6. Did you ever run into an issue when 
you were researching your Civil War soldier 
and found you started down the wrong path?  
If so, how did you get back on track? 

Yes, I did. My biggest issue was finding the 
right person. One of the soldiers I researched 
was Thomas H.B. Bodinhamer. I found more 
than one listing for people with a similar name 
(different first name or a different spelling of 
his last name). I was ultimately able to find 
the right person by eliminating the men with 
no military records and the ones born during 
or after the Civil War.

7. Tell us a bit more about your college 
major. What inspired you to become a his-
tory major? 

My goal is to one day become a middle 
school history teacher. I had always enjoyed 
history and loved to listen to my Grandfather 
tell me stories and share his love of history. 
But, it was my sixth grade history teacher that 
inspired me to go this route. He had a huge 
passion for history, especially the Civil War, 
and he wanted to share that passion with his 
students. He sponsored a Civil War Club after 
school for students. After my summer as 

a junior counselor at the Journey through 
Hallowed Ground, my fate was set. I definitely 
wanted to be a teacher and share my passion 
for history.

8. Is there any advice you would give to 
other students interested in researching their 
ancestors? 

I would advise them to do it. The most 
research I had done prior to Ancestry was to 
talk with family members. But, when I used 
Ancestry to research the soldiers, I found out 
what a great research tool it is.

 9. Why do you think it is important to 
learn about people and events from long 
ago? How does it connect to our world 
today? 

“Those who cannot learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it.” This has been said so 
many times, but this quote is so true. If you 
do not know the mistakes that were made in 
the past then you will make them again and 
again. The world learns from what didn’t work 
and advances forward with what does work.

10. How has family history impacted your 
life and do you see it playing a large part 
in your future? 

I don’t know a lot about my family history, 
like where we’re from or about family members 
from many generations ago. I do enjoy hear-
ing stories from my parents and grandparents, 
but I want to know more about my ancestry. 
I want to know where my family comes from.

 
11. How did dedicating a tree to a Civil 

War soldier make you feel? Why do you feel 
the Living Legacy Tree Planting Project is 
so important? 

Dedicating a tree was a great honor espe-
cially because I got to do it alongside a World 
War II veteran. The Living Legacy Tree Plant-
ing Project is important because it brings these 
soldiers to life. These are real people being 
honored not just individuals who lived over 
100 years ago. Even though many think they 
fought for the wrong reason, they fought for 
what they believed in and they should be hon-
ored for that.
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 Press Releases
Individuals Involved in Family History More 

Likely to Be Engaged in Community
Exploratory Study Finds Significant Correlation Between Family History 

Research and Involvement in One’s Community 
New iBook Available to Help Teachers Create Family History Curriculum in the Classroom  

PROVO, Utah and CHAPEL HILL, N.C., 
November 20, 2014 – A new exploratory 
study by the Odum Institute for Research 

in Social Science at the University of North Caro-
lina commissioned on behalf of Ancestry, the 
world’s largest online family history resource, has 
found correlation between engagement in family 
history research and participation and interest in 
various service, civic and public activities.

Commissioned to determine if participat-
ing in family history research is related to one 
being more active in their local community, 
the study found respondents who were active 
in family history research (referred to as 
“Enthusiasts”) were more likely to be engaged 
in their communities. According to the study, 
Enthusiasts were more likely to report doing 
volunteer work in the past 12 months, voting 
in the recent election, holding public office, 
and belonging to a civic or veterans’ organi-
zation than “Non-enthusiasts” (those who 
denied involvement in any family history 
research activities).

Additionally, Enthusiasts reported signifi-
cantly higher levels of charitable giving and 
larger numbers of volunteer hours. Teresa 
Edwards, assistant director for survey research 
at the Odum Institute for Research in Social 
Science, was the Principal Investigator for 
the study. “To our knowledge, this is the first 
study to explore the relationship between 
family history research and community in-
volvement. As such, our findings are prelimi-
nary, but we found strong and broad correla-
tion across all the activities we examined.”

Additional study findings include:

• 77 percent of Enthusiasts reported being-
involved in one or more community activities 
(e.g. sign a petition, attend a public meeting, 
contact a public official, donate blood) versus 
52 percent of Non-enthusiasts.

• 42 percent of Enthusiasts say they are very 

interested in politics and national affairs, com-
pared to 24 percent of Non-enthusiasts.

• Rate of volunteering in church, school, 
local food banks and filling a role as a commit-
tee member and/or organization officer was 
higher in Enthusiasts than Non-enthusiasts.

• Self-reported participation rates in civic 
activities including voting in the 2012 U.S. 
presidential election, non-presidential elections 
and veteran organizations were significantly 
higher for Enthusiasts than Non-enthusiasts.

For Ancestry, the study reaffirmed the 
importance of family history for younger 
audiences and underscored the need for better 
family history resources and curriculum in 
schools. 

To help teachers with their efforts to utilize 
family history resources, Ancestry also an-
nounced today the availability of a new iBook, 
“Family History in the Classroom,” created 
in connection with LEARN NC, an outreach 
arm of the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill’s School of Education. The new 
resource will assist teachers with their family 
history curriculum. It will be showcased at 
the National Council for the Social Studies 
Annual Conference being held in Boston this 
weekend (November 22-24). 

“We know the importance family history 
plays in bringing families together, but this 
study helped us to better understand the role it 
can have in the classroom and in the commu-
nity at large, not just in helping to encourage 
better learning, but greater civic involvement,” 
said Brock Bierman, Senior Director, Ancestry 
Education. “Getting to know those who came 
before us can put our own roles into perspec-
tive and have a profound impact on what’s 
important to us and the activities we engage 
in outside of school, and later in life, in our 
communities.”

Kendra Allen, the school library media 

coordinator at Holly Grove Middle School in 
Holly Springs, N.C., worked on the “Family 
History in the Classroom” project, helping lead 
eighth grade students exploring their family his-
tories. “My hope was that my students would 
dive and thrive on their own curiosity to know 
more, find more, learn more,” Allen said. “I 
wasn’t disappointed. It was the most wholly en-
gaged group of eighth grade students I had ever 
worked with, even though they were in their 
last weeks of middle school.” Allen said her stu-
dents felt empowered by working on the project. 
“Right when they would normally be ‘checked 
out’ and daydreaming of summer break and 
high school, they were instead having authentic 
conversations about their research. As a teacher, 
I was able to see these students in a new light 
and learned more about them in two weeks than 
I had in the three years I’d been teaching them. 
And they saw themselves in a new light too.”

Earlier this year Ancestry.com began offering 
AncestryK12, a program that makes record col-
lections including U.S. Census records from 1790 
to 1940, as well as military records and historical 
content from its Fold3.com and Newspapers.com 
websites, available to teachers and students for 
no-cost. “We’re thrilled to have teamed up with 
the Odum Institute and LEARN NC to better 
understand the role family history may have in 
creating more community engaged individuals 
and the importance of resources in the classroom 
to better enable family history curriculum in 
early education,” said Bierman. “We have a duty 
to follow the lead of our ancestors who helped 
build our nation and whose shoulders we stand 
on. What’s learned in the classroom can play a 
huge role in helping create more engaged, civic 
minded citizens.”

To learn more about the Odum Institute 
study, including data summary and methodol-
ogy, visit: http://www.odum.unc.edu/content/

pdf/ancestry.pdf 

To download a copy of the new iBook, visit:
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/7969
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 Feature Story 

“Ourstory”: Using Family History 
to Teach Historical Thinking Skills
                                                                                                                                  

Table 1. Ten Outcomes of 
Family History Projects

1. Improved Research Skills

2. Greater Interest in 
Social Studies

3. Improved Historical Thinking

4. Improved Multi-Cultural 
Awareness/Appreciation

5. Better Parental 
Involvement in School

6. Increased Intergenerational 
Appreciation/Contact

7. Identity Issues Confronted/
Increased Self-Esteem

8. Feeling of Group Belonging

9. Motivation for 
Ongoing Research 

10. Bonding between 
Living Relatives

As a former social studies teacher, I struggled 
with the most effective way to teach historical 
thinking skills to my young students. The new 
C3 Framework from the National Council for 
Social Studies, the state standards, and the 
Common Core ELA standards all agree that 
students need to develop their critical literacy 
skills and, in particular, their historical think-
ing skills. A student’s ability to make sense of 
primary sources, whether they be historical 
or articles in today’s newspaper, is crucial for 
their success as a democratic citizen in our 
media-rich world.

 
Although the standards all agreed and I 

believed these skills were important, it was a 
challenge to find ways to support young stu-
dents in their attempts to enact sourcing, close 
reading, corroborating, and contextualizing 
with the primary sources from our social stud-
ies curriculum. I needed something that would 
a) ignite each student’s interest, b) sustain that 
interest across time, and c) involve multiple 
historical sources. I knew from my own ob-
servations as a teacher, and from the research I 
have conducted since then in my current role 
as a university professor, that students need 
prolonged engagement with different kinds 
of sources in order to learn the sophisticated 
skills of a historian.  

 
Researching family history in the classroom 

was the single best way I found to meet the 
criteria listed above. Each of the thousand-plus 
students I have had in class over the years was 
able to access multiple historical sources about 
his or her own family. Between oral history 
interviews they conducted, digging through 

trunks at home, and using ancestry.com with 
me at school, each student discovered some-
thing they could add to our class discussions. 
The students were fascinated by the content in 
a way I had never before seen, and they were 
willing to sustain that engagement across time 
while I helped to scaffold their use of histori-
cal thinking skills. They cared deeply about 
resolving the conflicts they uncovered within 
the documents whether they involved misspell-
ings of surnames, errors in dates, changes in 
political borders, or any of the other numerous 
complications that typically arise in this type 
of research. 

 
I began my teaching in a wealthy suburban 

community and then moved to an urban area 
with high rates of poverty among my minority 
students. I have worked with a variety of family 
configurations including adopted children, 
foster children, and children who had been 
orphaned. We were able to follow the students’ 
“loveliness,” those people they considered their 
family members. I am convinced that each 
child can benefit from this type of research and 
engage with the social studies curriculum in 
profound ways. Family history research is an 
effective way to support students in developing 
the important skills of critical literacy.  

After I left the K-12 classroom for the uni-
versity, I read a great deal of research published 
on this topic and conducted my own research 
in several classrooms. The benefits of using 
family history with students went far beyond 
improved historical thinking skills. Table 1 
includes a list of these benefits which were 
coded from interviews and questionnaires with 
students and their families. Engaging in family 
history research provides countless opportuni-
ties for students.

Knapp, Katie Anderson. Ohio Social Stud-
ies Review. 2011, Vol. 47 Issue 1, p3-10.

    Katie Anderson Knapp, Ph.D.
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Researching Genealogy 
and Immigration at the 
Brooklyn Collection

Brooklyn has a long and diverse history. 
Founded in the mid-1600s, Brooklyn 
has grown from a smattering of tiny 

villages to New York City’s most populous 
borough. What’s more, the waves of immi-
grants and migrants, both past and present, 
have left their mark on Brooklyn and continue 
to shape its future.

As an independent system from the New 
York City and Queens Public Libraries, Brook-
lyn Public Library (BPL) serves Brooklyn’s 2.5 
million vibrant and diverse residents, 37% of 
which were born outside of the United States 
with 45% over the age of five speaking a lan-
guage other than English. BPL’s Immigrant 
Services department offers a variety of pro-
grams for the newly arrived and the Brooklyn 
Collection helps those looking to connect with 
stories long past. 

The Brooklyn Collection is the local his-
tory division of the Brooklyn Public Library, 
providing a range of information and services 
about anything and everything Brooklyn. The 
Collection’s rich assortment of materials and 
archival documents includes but is not lim-
ited to: maps, atlases, historic photographs, 
ephemera, prints, yearbooks and local Brook-
lyn newspapers. Last year, Newspapers.com, a 
subsidiary of Ancestry, digitized the full run 
of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle (1841-1955), Brook-
lyn Life (1890-1924), and its later incarnation, 
Brooklyn Life and Activities of Long Island So-
ciety (1924-1931). These are all available for free 
on the Brooklyn Public Library website under 
the Brooklyn Newsstand tab.

In addition to the Brooklyn-centric newspa-
pers, the Collection clips articles for the BAF 
(Brooklyn Archival File) collection from the 
New York Times, The New York Daily News and 

other New York-based newspapers and 
magazines. However, there is always more to a 
story than what can be found in the newspaper 
and the Brooklyn Collection has hundreds of 
thousands of holdings to help patrons create 
detailed, vivid portraits of the past.   

Many patrons who use the Brooklyn Col-
lection are researching their own families. In 
addition to the resources already listed, the 
Collection contains a large assortment of city 
directories and phonebooks to help in that 
quest. City directories can reveal specific infor-
mation about an individual or family such as a 
person’s name and residence, occupation, work 
address, marital status, or race. New York City 
directories were first published in 1786 and 
Brooklyn followed suit by publishing its own 
directories beginning in 1796. (Remember, 
Brooklyn and New York City were separate 
cities until 1898!) The Brooklyn Collection has 
city directories and phonebooks from 1796-
1986, with 1856-1908 digitized on the website 
and 1909-1963 currently being digitized thanks 
to a grant from the Metropolitan New York 
Library Council. 

The Brooklyn Collection also has books 
(it is part of a library, after all). All of the 
Collection’s books are non-circulating but are 
available for reference use in the Brooklyn 
Collection. The browsing area contains Brook-
lyn-related texts as well as scrapbooks, time 
capsules, reports and census data. Ancestry.
com is also available for free in the Brooklyn 
Collection during open hours where Refer-
ence librarians are available to help you with 
utilizing Ancestry.com and our other resources. 

Brooklyn Connections is the Brooklyn 
Collection’s education outreach initiative. 
The program offers students in grades 4-12 
rare access to archival materials while they 
complete a standards-based research project 
on a local history topic. AncestryK12 will be 
featuring Brooklyn Connections in a forth-
coming edition.

In addition to Brooklyn Collection’s out-
reach efforts, Brooklyn Public Library has a 
larger Outreach Services Department which 
houses an Immigrant Services division. Pro-
grams include workshops about city services, 
citizenship preparation, free English classes, 
seminars for immigrant professionals and en-
trepreneurs, computer tutorials and more. All 
programs are offered in multiple languages.  
To learn more about BPL’s Immigrant services 
programs, check out their site. In addition, 
search the catalog with keyword “immigra-
tion” for resources such as civics flash cards 
for the naturalization test, or check out our 
preselected books on immigration. 

The Brooklyn Collection is also working 
alongside BPL’s Outreach Services Depart-
ment with an ongoing oral history project, 
“Our Streets, Our Stories.” These recordings 
are about life in Brooklyn’s neighborhoods 
and will be archived in the Brooklyn Collec-
tion and accessible through this site. Through 
cooperation and collaboration, BPL’s various  
departments work together to serve all of 
Brooklyn’s residents, young or old, newly ar-
rived or fifth generation. Please stop by one of 
BPL’s 60 locations or the Brooklyn Collection 
(located at the Central Library) and let BPL 
help you gain access to all your communities 
current and historic offerings. 

For more information about the Brooklyn 
Collection or to schedule a research request, 
call us at 718-230-2762 or visit our website.  

For more information about Brooklyn Con-
nections or if you would like free skills-based 
lesson plans, contact us at 718-230-2706 or 
email us at connections@bklynlibrary.org. 
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Many children were never lucky enough to 
attend school, working jobs to support their 

families during tough times 

Top:  All boys, including the youngest and their 
father work in the Cotton Mills to support their 
family. 
Center: Immigrant mother of two working children
Bottom: Eleven year old Newsboy 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PHOTO 
COLLECTION 1840-2000 

Thank you 
AncestryK12 would like to offer thanks and appreciation to all those 

who helped make this newsletter possible. We’d also like to thank all 

the educators who have already signed up for a Classroom Learning 

Grant. Without you, our goal of providing students across the country 

with historic resources would not be possible. 

Quarterly Newsletter

Ancestryk12.com 
AncestryK12@ancestry.com
Ancestryk12.com/newsletter

Important URLS
 Main Sites 

AncestryK12
www.ancestryk12.com

For lesson plans, charts and research guides
http://ancestryk12.com/resources/

 
Information about our partners and how to become 

a partner
http://ancestryk12.com/partners/

Journey Through Hallowed Ground 
http://www.hallowedground.org

National Museum of the Pacific War
http://www.pacificwarmuseum.org

Brooklyn Public Library 
http://www.bklynlibrary.org

Other Referenced Sites

Ancestry Resources
http://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry

Fold3 Honor Wall 
http://www.fold3.com/wall/

Important URLS Continued... 
JTHG geotagged page

http://www.hallowedground.org/ livinglegacymap/

Brooklyn Newsstand 
http://bklyn.newspapers.com/

Brooklyn Collection
http://www.bklynlibrary.org/brooklyncollection

Brooklyn Public Library Twitter
https://twitter.com/brooklynpublic

Brooklyn Public Library Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/

BrooklynPublicLibrary

Brooklyn Public Library Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/user/BPLvideos

National Museum of the Pacific War Twitter
https://twitter.com/NimitzMuseum

National Museum of the Pacific War 
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/
nationalmuseumofthepacificwar 

National Museum of the Pacific War 
Youtube

https://www.youtube.com/user/
pacificwarmuseum

Fine Print 
Access to Ancestry Classroom, Fold3 and News-

papers.com content is available on-campus only; no 
remote access is granted.  Applicants must provide IP 
addresses for the school campus and have comput-
ers with the latest Internet browsers to gain access. 
Please note that certain features are not available via 
the AncestryK12 Grant: building family trees, post-
ing on message boards, contacting other Ancestry 
members, and other interactive features. If teachers 
wish to have students create family trees, they should 
utilize printable family trees. Please note that if you 
are a school administrator, teacher, or otherwise 
part of an educational setting and you intend to 
have students utilize the AncestryK12 services, you 
agree to take all necessary actions to comply with 
applicable student privacy laws, including, but not 
limited to, the Children’s Online Privacy Protection 
Rule (COPPA) and Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA).
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AncestryK12 is an exciting program that 
provides students and teachers with a 
vast collection of primary source 
documents and lesson plans to facilitate 
engaged learning in a variety of subject 
areas from the Revolutionary War and 
Civil War through personal family history.  
Our mission is to help students discover, 
preserve and share personal connections 
to people and events from the past.

AncestryK12 is an exciting program that 
provides students and teachers with a 
vast collection of primary source 
documents and lesson plans to facilitate 
engaged learning in a variety of subject 
areas from the Revolutionary War and 
Civil War through personal family history.  
Our mission is to help students discover, 
preserve and share personal connections 
to people and events from the past.

Visit www.ancestryK12.com for 
additional details.
Visit www.ancestryK12.com for 
additional details.

Resources Available through AncestryK12.com

Ancestry Institution offers access to 
billions of U.S. records including 
1790–1940 U.S. Census records, 
immigration records, county 
histories, photos, maps, and
family trees.

Fold3.com provides access to 
millions of U.S. military records 
covering all the major conflicts. 
Soldier profiles on Fold3 are enriched 
with stories, memorials, photos, and 
personal family documents.

Newspapers.com serves up more 
than 80 million pages of historical 
newspapers from 3,300 newspapers 
across the United States and beyond.



ancestryK12.com

More Resources Available through AncestryK12.com

Use lesson plans written by teachers according to the History 
Standards administered by the National Center for History in 
the Schools at the University of California, Los Angeles under 
the guidance of the National Council for History Standards. 
Today there are 19 lesson plans on different topics ranging 
from U.S. military history to family history. We will add more 
lesson plans as they are developed.

Lesson Plans

Learn from online tutorials on how to use the websites and 
specific collections.

Learning Center

Leverage resources from Ancestry’s partners for deeper 
content and perspective on specific events or topics. For
more information, visit www.ancestryK12.com/partners.

Partner Resources

The use of primary source documents in the classroom helps promote critical thinking, research and writing skills.
Original records help students feel a personal connection to people and events from history.

Let AncestryK12 help your students expand their horizons with access to first-hand history!

Just go to www.ancestryK12.com and get started.
Still have questions? Please reach out to us at ancestryk12@ancestry.com


