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Preservation Alliance of West Virginia is pleased to announce its first Statewide Historic 

Preservation  Essay  Competition  for  West  Virginia’s  8th grade  students.    This  year’s  competition is 
sponsored by CONSOL Energy.  The theme is Endangered Historic Properties in Your Community. 

 
Requirements and Deadline: 
 

1. Entry & Essay Requirements: Each entry should include a completed official entry form 
(included at the bottom of the guidelines), essay, and 3 original photos or illustrations of 
an endangered property in the  student’s West Virginia city, town, neighborhood, or rural 
area.  The essay must be between 3 - 5 pages in length, with 12-point Times New Roman 
font, double-spaced, and with 1”  margins.    The  essay  must  also  include  a  separate  cover  
page with the essay title, student name, school, and date. 
 

2. Theme: Endangered Properties in Your Community - The   student’s example should 
highlight a historic property that  is  “endangered”,  meaning  there  is  potential  for  it  to  be  
lost forever because of demolition, neglect, inappropriate development, environmental 
damage, and/or lack of funding to maintain and preserve the property.  Historic 
properties must have been constructed at least 50 years ago (age requirement for 
properties to be listed in the National Register of Historic Places),  located  in  the  student’s  
county, and can include houses, commercial buildings, downtown buildings, churches, 
courthouses, schools, farms, barns, cemeteries, bridges, monuments, and landscapes.  
For information on the West Virginia Endangered Properties List, see  
http://pawv.org/endanger.htm  
 

3. Content: Within the essay, students should explain:  
 

a. The endangerment to the property and what led to its endangerment 
 

b. If there are any plans to preserve or rehabilitate and re-use the property 
 

c. The historic significance of the property – Check to see if there is a National 
Register Nomination at http://www.wvculture.org/shpo/nr/index.html 
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d. The  property’s  importance  to  the  community’s  and/or  state’s  sense  of  place  and  
history 

 
e. Current efforts to preserve the site,  to  the  best  of  the  student’s  knowledge.    The  

local decision-maker might be able to help with this. 
 

f. What the student thinks should be done with the property.  Should it be 
destroyed or re-used and rehabilitated - the act or process of making possible a 
compatible use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while 
preserving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or 
architectural values. 
 

g. Possible solutions for how to rehabilitate and re-use the site.  Students can refer 
to statewide preservation success stories as case studies for comparisons or 
suggestions throughout the essay (http://www.pawv.org/success.htm).  
 

4. Submit to a Local Decision-Maker: Students must submit their entry to one local decision-
maker, i.e. mayor, city council or commission member (includes Historic Landmarks 
Commissions), city manager, school board member, etc.  Students must note this 
person’s  identify  and contact information on the official contact entry form. 
 

5. Deadline: Entries must be submitted by mail or email to Preservation Alliance of West 
Virginia by March 14, 2014.  Mailed submissions must be postmarked March 14, 2014.  
No essays will be returned. 
 

-Mail submissions including two hard copies of the original essay with embedded 
photos, a CD with jpeg or tiff images, and one copy of a completed and signed 
entry form, to: 
 
Preservation Alliance of WV 
c/o Danielle LaPresta 
PO Box 204 
Slatyfork, WV 26291 
 
-Email submissions in MS Word or PDF format to dlapresta@pawv.org.  The 
subject of the email should be “2014 Student  Essay  Submission”.    Students should 
scan and attach a signed entry form to the email in addition to attaching photos 
or illustrations and the essay.  Photos must be jpeg or tiff files and must not 
exceed 100dpi.  Alternatively, students can submit essays and photos via DropBox 
to dlapresta@pawv.org.   
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Prizes, Selection of Winners, and Notification 
 

1. Prizes: First-, second-, and third-place winners will receive a scholarship from CONSOL 
Energy and be invited to present a brief PowerPoint presentation on their essay during 
the annual Historic Preservation Awards Banquet in September 2014 (date to be 
announced) in Huntington, WV.   Only three winners will be chosen for the entire state.  
Cash prizes are $600 for first place, $300 for second place, and $100 for third place.  Each 
winner, his/her parent/guardian, and local decision-maker will receive free dinner and 
entry to the awards banquet.  
 

2. Selection: Judges representing the Preservation Alliance of West Virginia and CONSOL 
Energy will select first-, second-, and third-place essays.  Entries will be judged on the 
student’s argument for why the property is endangered, incorporation of the theme, 
ability to follow guidelines, creativity, and use of research and documented facts (i.e. 
from an interview, National Register Nomination, or book) about the historic property. 
 

3. Notification: Award winners will be notified no later than May 15, 2014.  Upon 
notification, Preservation Alliance staff will coordinate the PowerPoint presentation and 
banquet attendance arrangements with the winners and their parents/guardians 
regarding their roles in the awards ceremony. 
 

4. Publication: The first-, second-, and third-place essays and accompanying photographs or 
illustrations will be published on Preservation   Alliance’s website and in its electronic 
newsletter/blog located at www.pawv.org. Students will receive full credit in all such 
publications.  Students are encouraged to keep a copy of their essay for themselves, as 
the essays will not be returned. 
 

*A Note to Parents & Teachers: 
Preservation Alliance of West Virginia has information to help students better prepare for writing 
their essay.  Information is available at www.pawv.org.  Please direct questions about any of this 
material to dlapresta@pawv.org or by calling Danielle LaPresta, Executive Director, at 304-572-
2951. 
 
 

Preservation Alliance of West Virginia is the grassroots statewide nonprofit organization 
dedicated to promoting historic preservation through education, outreach, preservation skills, 

advocacy, heritage tourism development, and the West Virginia Endangered Properties Program.  
For more information, visit www.pawv.org.  
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Please print or type. 
 
Student Name:___________________________________________ Date: _________________ 
 
 
School:      __ __      _    _                                _                      _________________________________                                                                                   
 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________          
 
 
City, State, ZIP:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
County:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Name & Title of Local Official: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Contact for Local Official (telephone number or email address): ___________________________ 
 
 
Name of Endangered Property: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
City/Town and County of Property:__________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


