
The Next Generation Social Studies Standards and Objectives 
in West Virginia were approved by the State Board of 

Education and we are to be using them NOW in all of our 
social studies classes.  You can access these on the Teach 21 
site or just navigate to wvsocialstudies.com and click on the 

“Next Gen Tools” link to access everything you need!

Next Gen NOW!!
All Social Studies Classes 
use NEXT GEN Standards 

Common Core in WV
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January-February 2013	 	 	 	 	 	
U.S. House of 
Representatives puts 
its history online

A recently launched 
website covers the 
careers of 11,000 
politicians who have 
served in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, 
making political research 
a little easier.

 The website, which 
includes a database of 
more than 1,000 items, 
was created by the 
historian of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
and the clerk of the 
House's Office of Art and 
Archives. 

The goal here is for this 
site to represent the 
"House's institutional 

memory, a resource for 
Members, staff, and the 
general public."
http://history.house.gov

Upcoming events
Golden Horseshoe Essay- 	 2/12
Golden horseshoe Test 	 3/21
Textbook Adoption Committee     ongoing
Geography Bee                             4/5	
State Social Studies Fair	 4/26
National History Day  	 4/26
Golden Horseshoe Ceremony	 4/3
New Textbooks  	 Fall 2013

Mirum: Vivamus est ipsum, vehicula nec, 
feugiat rhoncus, accumsan id, nisl. Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
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Social Studies Clarification
There seems to be some confusion  
about the connections between 
WESTEST2, the Next Generation 
Social Studies Objectives and the 
Acuity Benchmarks. 

No new questions have been 
created for WESTEST 2, however 
there has been a realignment of 
the test questions to the Next 
Generation Standards and we are 
within the guidelines.  We have to 
remember that the major changes 
were the history clusters but the 
majority of civics, economics, and 
geography remained at their 
respective grade levels, many 
possibly reworded or combined.

Literacy is a Key
It is very important to address the 
new literacy objectives. If students 
are able to master those literacy 
objectives their scores should 
improve on the test.  In the fall 
when you receive your WESTEST 
2 results from the spring of 2013 
the data will be aligned to the 
Next Generation Standards and 
Objectives.

Benchmark facts 
The Next Gen. Social Studies 
Objectives have not been loaded 
into Acuity. It may be more 
beneficial for teachers to create 
their own Social Studies 
Benchmarks. That is something 
that each school staff or county 
leadership team needs to discuss.  
The Acuity team is working on a 
document to assist teachers in 
creating their own benchmarks 
using the Acuity Platform.

It is important to make sure that 
students are aware that the Social 
Studies portion of the test is not a 
total test of specific content but 
a test of their skills as a historian,  
geographer, economist, political 
analyst, and etc…

Food for thought
There could possibly be a question  
on the 6th or 11th grade test about  
Vietnam.  There may be a letter 
home from a soldier to his mother  
and then questions. In most cases 
students say to themselves “I 
know about Vietnam” so they just 
go ahead and answer the 
questions without reading the 
letter. However, unless the 
teacher used that exact letter from  
WESTEST2 in the classroom, 
which is highly unlikely, students 
will not have a true understanding  
of the letter and be able to answer 
the questions correctly. They 
definitely will need an 
understanding of Vietnam and the 
feelings at home and abroad 
during that time period. 
Background knowledge is key 
here, however we have to make 
them understand that the 
questions themselves will 
normally  refer back to a text, 
map, graph, picture or chart that 
is provided to them and in this 
case a letter.  This is a strong 
conversation we need to have with  
students so they know what to 
expect on the test.

I think this is a misconception on 
the student’s part.  Students think 
the test is about content recall and 
it’s more about skill.  As you saw 
in that example students will still 
have to know about Vietnam or 
the letter will not make sense to 
them, however the test is not 
going to ask what Hotel in Saigon 
was bombed on Christmas Eve 
1964.  That would be a total recall 
question.

Another example may be a picture 
of, or a poster about, the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott.  The 
test may say:  

This picture or poster is from 
Alabama in the 1960’s and has to 
deal with what event?

A.   Women’s Right Movement

B.   Vietnam Protest

C.   Civil Rights Movement

D.   FDR Election Campaign

Students will need to have 
knowledge of all of the events 
mentioned above in order to make 
the best choice. They will use their  
critical thinking skills to decide 
which are not the correct answers 
and then choose the Civil Rights 
Movement as the correct 
response.   This is not a content 
recall question like: What was the 
name of the lady who refused to 
give up her seat on the bus?  We 
know the answer there would be 
Rosa Parks and that is a true 
content recall question and you 
will not see items like that on the 
test. However, if students did not 
have background knowledge 
about all 4 of the events above it 
would be hard for them to make 
the correct choice.

Joey Wiseman

WVDE Social Studies Coordinator

******************************** 

If anyone needs support or 
clarification on 

implementing our new 
standards please contact me:

gsumner@gmail.com

George Sumner

mailto:gsumner@gmail.com
mailto:gsumner@gmail.com

